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SUBJECT: SCIENTIFIC BALLOON FLIGHTS 

REF: STATE AIRGRAM A-4988 

SCIOFF HAS TRANSMITTED SUBJECT PROPOSAL TO NATIONAL 
RESEARCH COUNCIL (CNPQ), WHICH CONTROLS BRAZILIAN 
SPACE RESEARCH INSTITUTE (INPE), AND HELD SEVERAL 
DISCUSSIONS ON SUBJECT WITH SENIOR OFFICIALS. 

CNPQ SEES NO PROBLEM IN PRINCIPLE WITH DESIGNATION 
OF INPE AS HOST AGENCY OR WITH FLIGHTS BUT MAY 
WISH TO IDENTIFY THEM AS PART OF SCIENCE BILATERAL 
ACTIVITIES. CNPQ HAS ALREADY DISCUSSED ASSISTANCE 
DESIRED FROM INPE WITH MENDONCA, WHO HAS INDICATED 
HE REQUIRES ADDITIONAL FUNDING TO ESTABLISH A BALLOON 
LAUNCHING STATION. CNPQ UNWILLING TO ESTABLISH 
SCHEDULE FOR SURVEY TRIP UNTIL INPE GIVES THEM COST 
FIGURES AND THEYDECIDE WHETHER MEMORANDUM OF 
UNDERSTANDING WITH NSF WOULD NEED TO INCLUDE NSF 
CONTRIBUTION TO STATION. 
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